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days of Samuel and the early Hebrew Monarchy. Nebi
Samwil is Mizpah, where Saul was elected King in
1095 B.C. A little village, Er Ram, a short distance
from the aerodrome is Rama, where once lived De-
borah, the lady who helped Barak to drive Sisera to
his grisly death beneath Jael's mallet and tenpenny
nail. Saul, the King, was annointed in Rama, which
was then Samuel's residence. The village is also men-
tioned in Matthew ii, 18, in connexion with Herod's
Massacre of the Innocents, as proof of the prophecy in
Jeremiah xxxi, 15. This business of arrogating every-
thing Jeremiah and the rest of the prophets ever said
to one's own time seems to be an ancient custom.
Matthew believed it applied to his own day, as brazenly
as some of our queer sectaries in England claim Jere-
miah and Isaiah's supremely clever political forecasts
to be aimed at Chamberlain, Roosevelt, the Pope,
Hitler, Stalin and Mussolini.
A tall hill beside the road, crowned with a pile of
rubble excavated by the archaeologists* spades, is
called Tel-el-Ful. It was one of the most hotly con-
tested strong-points held by the Turks against Allenby's
victorious hosts, twenty-one years ago. This hill is
Gibeah of Benjamin, or Gibeah of Saul, where King
Saul had his home and held his court. That most
pitifuT scene of any described in the whole ancient
Chronicle, the paor mother Rizpah keeping guard over
the slaughtered, hanging bodies of the sons whom she
had borne to Saul, took place on its slopes,
David, the despotic tyrant whom our teachers tefl
us to regard as a saint and a holy man, wreaked tliis
foul political murder, but even Ms stony heart was